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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE TV SHOW DISCUSSES THE MILITARY BASES 

1 . HOUR-LONG PHILIPPINE TV TALK SHOW, "INTERACTION." 

DISCUSSED US MILITARY BASES SUNDAY (NOON) AUGUST 20. 

FIVE PANELISTS INCLUDED TWO YOUNG IBP ASSEMBLYMEN WITH KB 
CREDENTIALS (RONNIE ZAMORA AND ROGER PEYUAN), TWO BUSINESS- 
MEN (SONNY ABELLO AND REY OROSA) AND A KB LEADER FROM 
MINDANAO (AMINA BERNARDO). SHOW WAS MODERATED BY REGULAR 
HOST, GERRY ESPINA, WHO POSED PRE-PREPARED QUESTIONS AND 
QUERIES PHONED IN BY VIEWERS. ("INTERACTION" IS WEEKLY 
SHOW SPONSORED BY TOYOTA.) 

2. DISCUSSION WAS THOUGHTFUL, UNEMOTIONAL AND COVERED 
MOST OF THE FAMILIAR ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE BASES. MAIN 
POINTS WERE: 
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- A) THE BASES ARE AN INFRINGEMENT OF PHILIPPINE 

- SOVEREIGNTY. 

- B) THE BASES ARE A CRUTCH WHICH IMPEDES THE GROWTH 

- OF THE PHILIPPINES AS A NATION. 

- C) THE BASES BRING PHILIPPINE NON-ALIGNED CREDENTIALS 
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- INTO DOUBT. 

- D) THE THREAT TO THE PHILIPPINES IS INSURGENCY NOT 

- EXTERNAL ATTACK, AND THE BASES ARE OF NO HELP IN 

- COMBATTING INSURGENCY. 

- E) THE BASES ARE A MAGNET FOR ATTACK. 

- F) THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF THE BASES (STATED TWICE 

- AS 125 MILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY) IS NOT THAT 

- SIGNIFICANT. THE LAND BLOCKED BY THE BASES HAS 

- SIGNIFICANT VALUE. SUBIC COULD BE A COMMERCIAL 

- SHIPYARD; CLARK COULD BE AN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

- (ONE PANELIST SUGGESTED THAT CLARK BE MOVED TO 
MINDANAO WHERE LAND IS LESS VALUABLE. THE PANELIST 
FROM MINDANAO OBJECTED.) 

- G) THE US SHOULD PAY FOR ECONOMIC DISLOCATION WHICH 

- WILL RESULT FROM DISMANTLING. (ONE PANELIST SAID 

- THE BASES PROVIDE DIRECT EMPLOYMENT FOR 3 1 ,000 

- FILIPINOS, 10,000 OF WHOM ARE DOMESTICS.) 

- H) REMOVING THE BASES SHOULD NOT DISCOURAGE US 

- INVESTMENT IF THE GOP STATES THAT INVESTMENT 

- REMAINS WELCOME. 
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- I) JURISDICTION IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM. 

- J) WHETHER THE BASES STAY OR GO SHOULD DEPEND ON 

- PHILIPPINE NOT US INTERESTS. IF THE BASES ARE 

- REMOVED, IT SHOULD BE DONE IN A RESPONSIBLE WAY. 

- K) NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING THE BASES ARE NOW 

PROCEEDING IN A SPIRIT OF GOOD FAITH. ONE 
PANELIST SAID THAT THE TERM OF THE MBA WAS BEING 

- REDUCED FROM 1999 (REPEATED ERRONEOUSLY AS 1999 

- TWICE DURING THE SHOW ) AND THE LAND REDUCED AS 

- WELL. 

3. COMMENT: NOTEWORTHY THAT NO ONE ON SHOW WAS CATEGORI 
CALLY IN FAVOR OF BASES. HOWEVER, ALL SEEMINGLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT DISMANTLING THE BASES WOULD INVOLVE 
SERIOUS PROBLEM OF TIMING AND WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL 
EXAMINATION OF HOW PHILIPPINE NATIONAL INTERESTS, 

ESPECIALLY EMPLOYMENT, WOULD BE AFFECTED. WE ARE WATCHING 
CAREFULLY MEDIA FOLLOW-UP WHICH HAS SO FAR BEEN LIMITED TO 
EXCERPTS ON VOICE OF PHILIPPINES MORNING RADIO SHOW 
AUGUST 21. MURPHY 
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